"Why is research in mathematics important for developing countries? While most people agree that education and research in science are necessary for economic and cultural development in developing countries, there are some who doubt whether research in mathematics, or for that matter any research in any basic science, is necessary for a developing coun-try. The experience of agricultural development in India for example shows that the contribution by pure scientists is very important and not at all negligible. Even if you simply want to adapt a given technology to the needs of a country, you need basic science to accomplish it. It cannot be clone just like that. Also, at a time when there is a Iot of talk about intellectual property rights, and so on, it is obvious that Third World countries should see to it that they have an infrastructure in basic sciences." P. Berard schreibt zu Beginn seiner Zusammenfassung der wichtigsten Empfehlungen: (S. 349) "General observations:
(1) The international community or organizations cannot be a substitute for the developing countries, i.e. , their governments, decision makers or mathematicians, in fastering the development of mathematical research. or can they put a stop to the brain drain of young scientists.
(2) What the international community or organizations can do is to help train, educate and support mathematicians in developing countries. The specific circumstances of a given mathematical community, however, should be taken into consideration. Support should only be awarded to those communities who meet high Standards regarding merit and scientific quality. There cannot be double standards.
(3) As far as possible, any support granted should be free of bureaucracy and awarded directly to individuals or local groups. The activities of grantees must be submitted to periodical scanning.
( 4) This control could be made by ad hoc scientific committees who also receive the applications in the first place.
(5) Developed countries, particularly in Europe, could try to encourage developing countries to invest in basic science by affering a means of alleviating their debt in exchange for investment in basic science: debt for science (e.g., see below)."
Meine eigenen Erfahrungen kommen aus frankophonen Ländern Afrikas: Im Rahmen der Partnerschaft zwischen den Universitäten Bielefeld und Antananarivo bin ich seit 1989 regelmäßig zu DAADKurzzeitdozenturen in Madagaskar, jetzt zum 7. Mal. Ich habe mehrmals ein Teilgebiet "Algebre Appliquee" (Computer-Algebra, Algebraische Codierungstheorie, Gröbner-Basen) im Studienabschnitt "Dipl6me des Etudes Approfondies" (D.E.A., 5. "Regel"-Studienjahr) unterrichtet. Die Absolventen (vielleicht 8 -10 pro Jahr) wollen meistens wissenschaftlich weiterarbeiten, da es für sie gewisse Berufschancen im tertiären Bildungssektor Madagaskars gibt, aber fast keine in Industrie und Wirtschaft. Und für den Schuldienst hätten sie nur die "Licence" (nach 3 Regeljahren) oder die "Maitrise" (nach 4 Jahren) benötigt. So habe ich dann nach und nach meinen besten' D.E.A.- 6 Absolventen die weitere Betreuung zugesagt, zumal ich sah, daß sie keine andere Chance hatten. Drei von ihnen sind Assistenten in Dauerstellung, an der Fakultät für Wirtschaft in der Hafenstadt Toamasina. Die übrigen acht Doktoranden (darunter eine Frau) sind seit Juli 1995 "Sur-place'·-Stipendiaten des DAAD, im Rahmen des in [6] 
